[Surgical reconstruction for radiation-induced extracranial vertebral artery stenosis: a case report].
We report a case of symptomatic extracranial vertebral artery stenosis after radiation therapy. This 49-year-old female received radiation therapy to the neck for nasopharyngeal carcinoma 11 years earlier, was admitted because of continuous dizziness and a floating sensation. Magnetic resonanse imaging showed no abnormalities, but an aortography demonstrated complete occlusion of the right common carotid artery as well as occlusion of the right vertebral artery and severe stenosis of the left vertebral artery at its origin, which was presumed to be the result of previous radiation therapy. Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) for the left vertebral artery was performed using conventional balloon treatment, which resulted in wall dissection. Because of this, she underwent end-to-side vertebral artery to subclavian artery transposition, and she has had no further ischemic events science that time. PTA has been successfully performed as the first treatment of choice for vertebral artery stenosis, but surgical reconstruction can be a therapeutic management of choice for cases of failed PTA.